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Rationale: The predictions of habitat-based assessment methods that aim to determine instream flow requirements for aquatic biota
are uncertain, but those uncertainties are often ignored by instream flow practitioners and managers.

Description: Two commonly recognized uncertainties arise from (1) the way in which physical habitat within a river changes wi
discharge, and (2) preferences of organisms for certain types of physical habitat within an aquatic ecosystem. In this st
these sources of uncertainty affect confidence in the results of the British Columbia Instream Flow Methodolo
commonly used assessment method for small-scale hydroelectric project water diversions in British C
how these uncertainties create risks of habitat loss at different flows. | used a high-gradient r
case study.

Outcomes: | found that uncertainty in habitat preferences of organis
when large numbers of transects were used. In contrast, wit
sampled transect was the major source uncertainty i

Benefits from this research: Prese
managers set instream flow
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